Sermon Notes —-October 25, 2026
Thrive: The Book of Daniel

Week 7: Character Flaws?
Pastor Curtis Gudrie

SCRIPTURE: Daniel 6:1-5

Darius the Mede decided to divide the kingdom into 120 provinces, and he appointed a high
officer to rule over each province. 2The king also chose Daniel and two others as administrators
to supervise the high officers and protect the king's interests. 3 Daniel soon proved himself more
capable than all the other administrators and high officers. Because of Daniel’s great ability, the
king made plans to place him over the entire empire. 4Then the other administrators and high
officers began searching for some fault in the way Daniel was handling government affairs, but
they couldn’t find anything to criticize or condemn. He was faithful, always responsible, and
completely trustworthy. 5So they concluded, *Our only chance of finding grounds for accusing
Daniel will be in connection with the rules of his religion.”

1) Battle For Influence
- Both God and the enemy recognize that your life has influence, but they want very different
things to shape it.

- We are called to be Influencers in our families, churches, school, work, community, etc. but
there is a battle for this!

- The enemy will fry to confuse, label, compromise and cancel us in an effort to conform us and
undermine our courage, character, and influence.

- Are your beliefs, values, and actions being influenced more by culture, or God’s Word and
standards?

- Daniel’s jealous counterparts are searching for a moral slip up, a reason to cancel Daniel, a
character flaw, a time he lost it, gossiped, lied, had an inappropriate search tab, crossed the
line, but they can’t find one.

- Your character will be tested, the question is will it pass the test?

- Our character needs to be able to carry the calling and influence that God has planned for us!
- Our choices matter, our habits matter, and our discipline matters, but they are responses to
God's work in us rather than a way to earn His favour. God forms Christlike character in us as we

walk faithfully with Him.

- God isn't simply looking for people who can attract influence. He is forming people whose
character can be trusted with it,

2) Character Traits
- We need to grow in character and build a foundation that will support the calling God has for
our lives!

- 1) Good Attitude (How do | respond to people and circumstances?)



- He had an excellent spirit/attitude, that pervades everything he did. It affected how he served,
honoured, and lived. How's your afttitude?

- Aright atftifude and spirit are marked by a willingness to forgive rather than hold on to offence,
bitterness, and retaliation.

- 2) Unwavering Integrity (Am | the same person in private as in public?)
- Integrity means being the same person in private as in public, choosing what is right even when
it comes at a cost.

- The choices we make when no one is watching are shaping the people we will become when
everyone is watching.

- "People with integrity are people who are honest with themselves, with others and with God.
They don’t wear masks and they don’t waste energy pretending to be what they aren’t. They
aren’t afraid of what others may find out about them because they have nothing to hide.” —
Warren Wiersbe

- Daniel’s life shows us a key fruth that being a person of Integrity and character is always a
choice!

- 3) Consistently Committed (Am | faithful in the little things, over time?2)
- When his character was tested, Daniel’s enemies and even King Darius knew how he would
respond because of the consistent and committed actions and faith he had daily displayed. (Ex.

6:10; 6:20).

- The character that sustains us under pressure is formed through a lifetime of walking faithfully
with God.

- 4) Devoted and Courageous Faith (Is my relationship with God strong enough to sustain me
under pressure?)

- The only thing they knew they could find fault in was his “faith.”

3) Growing In Character
- 1) Don’t be confused about who you are.

- 2) Be more concerned about what is right than your reputation.

- "Be more concerned with your character than your reputation, because your character is
what you really are; your reputation is merely what others think you are.” — John Wooden

- 3) Establish boundaries: Actions bend to our principles.

- 4) Build a life of prayer.



