Sermon Notes — March 8, 2026

Ghosted: Why The Holy Spirit Was Never Meant To Be Ignored
Week 8: The Empowered Life

Pastor Curtis Gudrie

SCRIPTURE: Acfts 2:42-47; 4:29-35 NLT

“42 All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and to fellowship, and to
sharing in meals (including the Lord’s Supperll), and to prayer. 4 A deep sense of awe came
over them all, and the apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders. 44 And all the
believers met together in one place and shared everything they had. 45 They sold their property
and possessions and shared the money with those in need. 4 They worshiped together at the
Temple each day, met in homes for the Lord’s Supper, and shared their meals with great joy and
generosityll— 47 all the while praising God and enjoying the goodwill of all the people. And each
day the Lord added to their fellowship those who were being saved.”

“29 And now, O Lord, hear their threats, and give us, your servants, great boldness in preaching
your word. 30 Stretch out your hand with healing power; may miraculous signs and wonders be
done through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 31 After this prayer, the meeting place shook,
and they were dll filled with the Holy Spirit. Then they preached the word of God with boldness.
32 All the believers were united in heart and mind. And they felt that what they owned was not
their own, so they shared everything they had. 33 The apostles testified powerfully to the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and God's great blessing was upon them all. 34 There were no
needy people among them, because those who owned land or houses would sell them 35 and
bring the money to the apostles to give to those in need.”

1) Committed To Community
- In a divided world, they were committed to community and unity.

- Community/fellowship was of utmost importance to the early church. It was not optional, but
pivotal and foundational for all life and ministry. It was not something they simply believed, but
something they valued and lived out. We must do the same!

- You can be an answer to prayer! Jesus prayed in John 17:21 that His followers would be one.
When the church walks in genuine unity, we become the living answer to that prayer.

- How did the early church display that they were committed to unity2 They journeyed together,
served one another, and sacrificed together.

- When we live in healthy and unified community, we point people to Jesus and reveal the
reality of His Kingdom.

2) Devoted To Prayer
- In a noisy and distracted world, we need to be people who are devoted to prayer.

- Prayer is our lifeline, leading and empowering us to walk in the Spirit's power.
- “"No man is greater than his prayer life.” — Leonard Ravenhill

- If we want to be led, directed, and walking in the fullness of His plans and purposes, we need
to realize that prayer is important!


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%202&version=NLT#fen-NLT-26957i
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%202&version=NLT#fen-NLT-26961j

- "I'have so much to do that | spend several hours in prayer before | am able to do it.” — John
Wesley

- Prayer is a two-fold experience: relational, drawing us close to God and missional, empowering
us to go and impact the world.

- Powerful things happen when we pray!

- "Prayer is God'’s plan to supply man’s great and contfinuous need with God'’s great and
confinuous abundance.” — EM Bounds

- They didn't pray for safety in the face of persecution, instead they prayed for boldness.
- Are we devoted to prayer?e Are we relentlessly praying and placing our dependence on God?

3) Bold Witness
- In a culture that tries to silence truth, we will boldly go and be His withesses.

- We are called to boldly go and proclaim and demonstrate the Kingdom of God in word and
deed.

- They were ordinary individuals, boldly sharing extraordinary news beyond their knowledge or
education and with no fear. They were empowered to speak! (Acts 4:13-14).

- Silencing our fears and excuses about why we can’t boldly proclaim: I'm shy (you are a new
creation); What will | say? (He will give utterance); I'm scared (ask Him and He will give you
boldness/strength to step out in faith).

- The early church didn’t only proclaim the message, they demonstrated the works of God.
- "3] came to you in weakness with great fear and tfrembling. 4 My message and my preaching
were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, 5so that

your faith might not rest on human wisdom, but on God'’s power.” — 1 Cor. 2:3-5 NIV

- In a world that is focused on cancelling and silencing, we need to boldly go to the ends of the
earth to proclaim and display that there is GOOD NEWS!

- We need to be people who ask Him for opportunities to share the Good News and speak
words of life over others, who walk in unity, are devoted to prayer, and who display the works of
God. For when we do, we will see a great multiplication of change, growth, and transformation
in those around us!



