Sermon Notes — March 29, 2026

Easter: The Road to the Cross

Week 2: A Love That Kneels - A Different Kind of Love
Pastor Curtis Gudrie

SCRIPTURE: John 13:1-15 NLT

“Before the Passover celebration, Jesus knew that his hour had come to leave this world and
return to his Father. He had loved his disciples during his ministry on earth, and now he loved
them to the very end.lal 2|t was time for supper, and the devil had already prompted

Judas, bl son of Simon Iscariot, 1o betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that the Father had given him
authority over everything and that he had come from God and would return to God. 4So he got
up from the table, took off his robe, wrapped a towel around his waist, § and poured water into
a basin. Then he began to wash the disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel he had around
him. ¢ When Jesus came to Simon Peter, Peter said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my
feet?2” 7 Jesus replied, "You don’t understand now what | am doing, but someday you will.”
8“No,"” Peter protested, "you will never ever wash my feet!” Jesus replied, “Unless | wash you, you
won't belong to me.” ?Simon Peter exclaimed, “Then wash my hands and head as well, Lord,
not just my feet!” 10 Jesus replied, "A person who has bathed all over does not need to wash,
except for the feet,lcl to be entirely clean. And you disciples are clean, but not all of you.” 11 For
Jesus knew who would betray him. That is what he meant when he said, “Not all of you are
clean.” 12 After washing their feet, he put on his robe again and sat down and asked, “Do you
understand what | was doing? 13 You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,” and you are right, because
that’s what | am. 14 And since |, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you ought to
wash each other’s feet. 15| have given you an example to follow. Do as | have done to you.

1) A Love That Knows

- Knowing He would soon go to the Cross to die for the sins of humanity, what was on Jesus’
mind? Love. He was moved by love and deep concern for His disciples.

- Jesus’ love is impartiall

- Jesus ate with and washed the feet of all the disciples (faithful/prideful/betrayers/deniers).
- Jesus knew everything that was to come, but He still loved and knelt and served.

- Nothing about us surprises Him, He knows everything, and chooses to love us anyway!

- We know God loves us in our minds, but often in our hearts we struggle with doubting that He
really loves us, flaws and alll.

2) A Love That Kneels
- Jesus is a King who not only loves but kneels and washes feet.

- Jesus’ act of love and servanthood foreshadowed the Cross, revealing that He humbly came
to love, serve, and cleanse us.

- No matter how dark, dirty or difficult, our lives have become, there is hope for us because we
are so loved by God. His love changes everything! (John 3:16-17).

- There is no stain that is greater than the cleansing power of His love poured out!
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- His love is a different kind of love! He doesn’t run from your mess; He kneels and meets you in it.
3) A Love That Spreads

- Jesus doesn't just show us love, He calls us to follow His example and kneel and serve and
promises blessing when we do (v.17).

- Jesus modelled for us, how we should love and serve one another. We need to daily follow His
lead!

- Jesus modelled that loving and serving isn't duty-based; it's who we are. Because He loved us
first, our love for Him fuels us to love others and overcomes every excuse (1 John 4:19).

- Jesus shows us that true power and authority is displayed not in being served, but in loving and
serving. The most powerful action/thing we can do is to love like Christ!

- A Love That Spreads: Love is not an option for Christians, it is what should distinguish and identfify
us.

- Some of us are okay with a love that knows, and even a love that forgives, but not a love that
asks you to kneel and wash feet!

- What would it look like for you to practically live in the truth that you are so loved by God, and
to also accept His challenge to kneel and wash feet?

- Jesus’ love is a different kind of love: it knows, it kneels, and it spreads!



