Sermon Notes — September 13, 2026
Thrive: The Book of Daniel

Week 1: It's Your Season to Thrive
Pastor Curtis Gudrie

SCRIPTURE: Daniel 1:1-8, 17-20

“During the third year of King Jehoiakim’s reign in Judah, King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon
came to Jerusalem and besieged it. 2The Lord gave him victory over King Jehoiakim of Judah
and permitted him to take some of the sacred objects from the Temple of God. So
Nebuchadnezzar took them back to the land of Babylonia and placed them in the treasure-
house of his god. 3Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, his chief of staff, to bring to the palace
some of the young men of Judah'’s royal family and other noble families, who had been brought
to Babylon as captives. 4 "Select only strong, healthy, and good-looking young men,” he said.
“Make sure they are well versed in every branch of learning, are gifted with knowledge and
good judgment, and are suited to serve in the royal palace. Train these young men in the
language and literature of Babylon.” 5§ The king assigned them a daily ration of food and wine
from his own kitchens. They were to be trained for three years, and then they would enter the
royal service. ¢ Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah were four of the young men chosen, all
from the tribe of Judah. 7The chief of staff renamed them with these Babylonian names: Daniel
was called Belteshazzar. Haonaniah was called Shadrach. Mishael was called Meshach. Azariah
was called Abednego. 8But Daniel was determined not to defile himself by eating the food and
wine given to them by the king. He asked the chief of staff for permission not to eat these
unacceptable foods... 17 God gave these four young men an unusual aptitude for
understanding every aspect of literature and wisdom. And God gave Daniel the special ability
to interpret the meanings of visions and dreams. 18 When the training period ordered by the king
was completed, the chief of staff brought all the young men to King Nebuchadnezzar. 1? The
king talked with them, and no one impressed him as much as Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and
Azariah. So, they entered the royal service. 20 Whenever the king consulted them in any matter
requiring wisdom and balanced judgment, he found them ten times more capable than any of
the magicians and enchanters in his entire kingdom.”

1) You Don’t Always Get to Choose It
- Daniel didn't choose Babylon. It wasn’t his choice, it wasn't where he would have picked, and
it wasn't an easy journey.

- Sometimes life and its circumstances can put you somewhere you never infended to bel (ex.
work, culture, life and family circumstances you are navigating, etc.)

- When we are amid these places and seasons, what if, instead of asking, “God, how do | get
out of thise”, we asked, “"God, what do you want to do through me while I'm here?2”

- Daniel didn't choose Babylon, but God was not absent from Daniel in Babylon. Your
circumstances may have changed, but God hasn’t changed.

- You may not choose where you're placed, but you can choose how you live where you've
been placed. God can use you right where you are atl

2) Don't Let It Define You
- We must be determined/resolved to not let our ‘place’ define us! (Dan. 1:5-8)



- Babylon tried to re-shape Daniel. In a similar way, our circumstances, our seasons, and even
the culture that we live in can fry and define, form, and shape who we are and what we
believe, and how we live.

- Where | am doesn’'t determine who | am.

- V. 8 s the turning point for thriving not just surviving! Everything around him was changing, but
he determined in his heart.

- Babylon gave Daniel a new name, but it couldn’t give Daniel a new identity.
- If you don’t know who you are, the culture around you will tell you who to be.

- Daniel knew who he belonged to, and because Daniel knew who he was, he could live
differently where he was.

- When you know who you are, you know what you stand for. And when you know what you
stand for, you know how to live.

3) Thrive Where You Are Placed

- Thriving isn’t having perfect circumstances. Thriving is living faithfully and fruitfully wherever God
has placed you (v. 17-20).

- Babylon still ‘Babyloned’, yet Daniel flourished.

- God can use the place you didn't choose. We're not called to retreat from culture or conform
to culture. We are called to thrive in it

- It's a choice: Will you determine in your heart to remain faithful and become an influence
within ite

- Don't just survive, thrivel



