Sermon Notes —January 4, 2026
Behold- Week 6: Do You See Ii?
Pastor Curtis Gudrie

SCRIPTURE: Isaiah 43:18-19 ESV & NLT

18 *“Remember not the former things, nor consider the things of old. 1? Behold, | am doing a new
thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive ite | will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in
the desert.” — ESV

“18 “But forget all that— it is nothing compared to what | am going to do. 1 For | am about to do
something new. See, | have already begun! Do you not see it2 | will make a pathway through
the wilderness. | will create rivers in the dry wasteland.” - NLT

1) Transition Lenses
-New beginnings, big or small, can be scary, but God calls us to embrace the new thing He is doing and
has planned for our lives!

- Fear and familiarity with our past, or past ways, can cause us to miss what God has for us in His
new season.

- God desires for us to always be moving forward from fear to faith!

- We need to remember that God is always faithful and moving forward. Even when we cannot yet see
it or perceive it, God is making a way and moving us fowards a new chapter in His redemptive
story for our lives!

2) Look Who's With You
- Don't let the fear of the past, the unknown, the difficult, or even the seemingly impossible, stop
you from trusting in God'’s faithfulness, promises, and plans for your life.

- The new thing that God is springing up and doing in your story — new dreams, passions,
purpose, relationships, growth - is something good, not something to fearl!

- Isaiah 43:1-3 — “But now, O Jacob, listen to the Lord who created you. O Israel, the one who
formed you says, “Do not be afraid, for | have ransomed you. | have called you by name; you
are mine. 2When you go through deep waters, | will be with you. When you go through rivers of
difficulty, you will not drown. When you walk through the fire of oppression, you will not be
burned up; the flames will not consume you. 3 For | am the Lord, your God, the Holy One of Israel,
your Savior..."”

- Isaiah 41:10 - *10Don’t be afraid, for | am with you. Don’t be discouraged, for | am your God. |
will strengthen you and help you. | will hold you up with my victorious right hand.”

- We can choose to “NOT BE AFRAID OF THE YEAR AHEAD" because:
1) God is with us; 2) He is our God; 3) God will strengthen, help, and uphold us

- We don’t have to fear what's ahead, not because we know what's coming, but because we
know who is going with us.



- "God sees, God knows, and God cares.” — Christine Cain

3) Do You See It?
- How can we better see and partner with the new thing God is springing up in our lives?

- A) Let Go of the Past: Healthily unpacking our past helps us shift our focus to the future, and
what God has for us next (Philippians 3:13-14)! Are there things of the past, failures or successes,
that you are holding onto or being influenced by that are preventing you from seeing God’s
new for your life?

Practical: Reflect on your journey and even your 2025, and ask God, “What do | need to let go
of (hurts, wrong beliefs, etc....), so that | can step fully into what you are doing?2”

- B) Look and Discern (See it): God is always at work, but we must be spiritually sensitive and
aware to see and behold it. If we want to perceive it, and see it, we need to be people of
prayer/discernment.

Practical: Make prayer and a closer relationship with Him a priority in 2026 (Josh. 3:5). Pray and
ask God to show you one thing to look forward to in 2026 (ex. dream, goal, glimpse of what He's
doing...). Write Down what God shows you or is asking you to do.

- C) Step into the New (Do it): Step out info God'’s new! Sometimes we need to move forward in
faith before we fully see itl (ex. Josh. 3:15-17). Trust Him even during difficult, dry, and seemingly
impossible seasons. When things get hard, tiring, scary, or lonely - seek His direction rather than
relying on your own understanding and strength — and boldly partner with what God is doing
(Prov. 3:5-6).

Practical: Look at the thing you wrote down in B) and ask Him what steps or actions He is
wanting you to take as a practical first step this year?



