Sermon Notes — November 2, 2025

Faith That Moves- Week 8: The Faith to Give
“One Step of Faith Can Change Everything!”
Pastor Curtis Gudrie

SCRIPTURE: 2 Corinthians 9:6-15 NLT

"¢ Remember this—a farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a small crop. But the one who
plants generously will get a generous crop. 7 You must each decide in your heart how much to
give. And don’'t give reluctantly or in response to pressure. “For God loves a person who gives
cheerfully.”lcl 8 And God will generously provide all you need. Then you will always have
everything you need and plenty left over to share with others. ¢ As the Scriptures say, “They share
freely and give generously to the poor. Their good deeds will be remembered forever.”ld)- 10 For
God is the one who provides seed for the farmer and then bread to eat. In the same way, he wiill
provide and increase your resources and then produce a great harvest of generositylel in you.

11 Yes, you will be enriched in every way so that you can always be generous. And when we
take your gifts o those who need them, they will thank God. 1250 two good things will result from
this ministry of giving—the needs of the believers in Jerusalemliwill be met, and they will joyfully
express their thanks to God. 13 As a result of your ministry, they will give glory to God. For your
generosity to them and to all believers will prove that you are obedient to the Good News of
Christ. 14 And they will pray for you with deep affection because of the overflowing grace God
has given to you. 15 Thank God for this giftlal too wonderful for words!”

3 truths that help to grow our faith when it comes to living an openhanded and generous life:

1) He is the Source of All
- We can have faith to give because He is Jehovah Jireh - Our Provider!

- Remembering that He is the Source of our provision helps us to frust that He is more than “*ABLE”
to meet “all” and “every” one of our needs! (v. 8; Isa. 55:10; Rom. 8:32)

- "8 And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all fimes, having all that you
need, you will abound in every good work.” (2 Cor. 9:8 NIV)

- Enriched in every way: God doesn’t just meet the bare minimum of our needs but promises to
go beyond that and meet more than our needs! (V. 8, 11; Lk. 6:38; Prov. 11:24-26; Mal. 3:10)

- If we can have faith to frust Him with our eternity, we can have faith to trust Him with our
finances and time!

- A generous heart check: giving of time, talents, and even treasure is not a salvation issue, but
an obedience, heart, priority, and faith issue. Giving checks the condition of our heart, and
unlocks our hearts to flourish.

- We become like Him, the Source, when we give generously (ex. Jordan River, Sea of Galilee
and Dead Sea).

- Being a generous person comes down to trusting that our Source is able. Who do you trust - you
or Him?¢


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians%209&version=NLT#fen-NLT-28924c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians%209&version=NLT#fen-NLT-28926d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians%209&version=NLT#fen-NLT-28927e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians%209&version=NLT#fen-NLT-28929f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians%209&version=NLT#fen-NLT-28932g

- When we walk by faith, not fear — our hearts shift from holding tightly to living generously.

2) Giving Causes Lives to Flourish
- Being enriched is not just about receiving, it's about giving.

- We are blessed to be a blessing! Are you bringing hope, joy, and life through your life2 That's
our rolel

- When we give, God meets the needs of others through us! We participate in His Kingdom
Ministry.

- Demonstrate Christ: God pours into our lives, so that we can partner with Him, by giving it away
and blessing others and helping to bring joy, wholeness, and life to those around us!

- Do things flourish or become salty because of, or around you?

3) Giving Causes Thankfulness to Overflow

- Gratitude and generosity are the natural by-products of receiving God'’s indescribable gift!
- Giving causes us and others to overflow with thanks and prayer to God!

- Living a generous life leads to thankfulness instead of regret!

- People take notice and give God the glory when we givel

- When we are generous, we help others recognize God'’s heart, love, and grace through our
lives!

- Living generously brings people together and builds community!

Getting Practical:

- A) Remember His indescribable gift: Think of what we have received from Christ! Thank Him for
itl

- B) Ask what Jesus is wanting you to be more generous in? (ex. fime, wisdom, talents, tfreasure)

- C) Give: Trust that He is able and step out in generosity! Let your faith move you to action!



