Sermon Notes -December 7, 2025
Behold- Week 2: The Missing Peace
Pastor Curtis Gudrie

SCRIPTURE: Luke 2:8-14; Isaiah 9:6-7 NLT

8 That night there were shepherds staying in the fields nearby, guarding their flocks of sheep. ? Suddenly, an
angel of the Lord appeared among them, and the radiance of the Lord’s glory surrounded them. They
were terrified, 19 but the angel reassured them. “Don’t be afraid!” he said. "I bring you good news that will
bring great joy to all people. The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in Bethlehem,
the city of David! 12 And you will recognize him by this sign: You will find a baby wrapped snugly in strips of
cloth, lying in a manger.” 13 Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of others—the armies of
heaven—praising God and saying, 14“Glory to God in highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with
whom God is pleased.”

“é For a child is born to us, a son is given to us. The government will rest on his shoulders. And he will be
called: Wonderful Counselor, [l Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 His government and ifs
peace will never end. He will rule with fairness and justice from the throne of his ancestor David for all
eternity. The passionate commitment of the Lord of Heaven's Armies will make this happen!”

1) Missing Peace?
- We live in a world where peace is hard to find and even harder to keep — longs lines, to-do lists, credit
card bills, stress and fighting, bad news, and health reports...

- Peace is something that we all long for, but it is often the missing piece in our pursuit for a happy and
abundant life (Jn. 10:10).

- The missing peace in our lives cannot be found in ourselves, or in things; it can only be found in the
presence of someone — Immanuel (Isa. 9:6; Eph. 2:14; Jn. 14:27).

- Peace in Hebrew is "SHALOM" and refers to peacefulness, wholeness, well-being, perfection, safety,
harmony, completeness, ....

- Peace is not the absence of conflict; It speaks of the presence or restoration of everything needed for a
person or a situation fo be made complete/whole.

- The Prince of Peace: Shalom is both the identity and activity of Jesus. It is who He is and how He operates.

2) The Missing ‘Peaces’
- What ‘peaces’ are you missing this Christmas?e

- A) Spiritual Peace (Peace with God): All frue and lasting peace, is based on having peace with God -
spiritual peace. Do you have peace with God?2

- The most fundamental meaning of SHALOM is to be reconciled to God, or to be at PEACE with Him-
which can only be accomplished through Jesus (Col. 1:20; Eph. 2:14).

- Jesus our Messiah is the embodiment of peace and is the bringer and restorer of peace — past, present,
and future! (Eph. 2:14; Jn. 14:27; Isa. 9:6-7).

- When we are not at peace with God, there is always a tension and void that affects every area of our
lives! God's plan is that everyone would accept His peacel!


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%209%3A2%2C%206-7&version=NLT#fen-NLT-17812a

- B) Personal Peace (Peace of God/Peace within): Jesus calls us to be at peace with ourselves . Are you at
peace with yourself?

- "Peace | leave with you; my peace | give to you...": Jesus came to be our peace, so that we could find
inner security/peace, and that we could access the abundant and fruitful life that He promised both now
and forever (Rom. 15:13; 16:20; 1 Thess. 3:16; Jn. 14:27; 16:33;10:10; Ps. 4:8; Lk. 2:14; Phil. 4:5-7; Eph.2:14).

- "Peace isn’t found in the absence of a storm. Peace is found in the presence of God.” (C. Groeschel)

- The turmoil in our minds and hearts are no match for our Mighty God.

- C) Relational Peace (Peace with others): Jesus calls us to pursue Shalom with those around us so that there
is nothing broken or missing in our relationships! How healthy/whole are your relationships?

- Shalom is the identity and activity of Jesus, and we as Jesus’ followers, are called to bring Shalom in our
relationships, in our communities, and our wider world.

- We need to be so full of peace that we naturally overflow His peace outwardly.

- Jesus calls us peacemakers, and longs that we would be agents of peace that repair brokenness in this
world until He returns (Matt. 5:9; 1 Thess. 5:13).

3) Finding Your Missing Peace

1) Refocus - “Glory to God...”: Shift your focus to your Mighty God and Prince of Peace! Don't let your
circumstances determine your level of peace, instead focus on and pursue His glory and truths, and peace
will follow (V.14-16).

Practical: Make His Word, prayer, and praise and worship, a priority; Thank God daily.

2) Trust the news - “Don’t be afraid... | bring you good news...”: Remember that inner peace starts with the
Prince of Peace, and He has promised to bring peace to your life — He's got this! Rest in His promises and
peace and then do your part!

Practical: Ask Holy Spirit to cultivate peace in your life; physically rest; reflect on His promises; journal; talk It
out with frusted people or counsel; release the stress; and make room to laugh.

3) Become an agent of peace - “Blessed are the peacemakers...”: Choose to let the gift of His peace
overflow in our lives and be an agent of peace fo those around us. Peace should be at the heart of the
way we talk and live.

Practical: Ask am | pursuing and maintaining Shalom with others? (i.e. Home, friends, work, school,
community, etc.?2). This week choose to be intfentfional about pursuing and fighting for peace in your
relationships (Ps. 34:14). Ex. Peacemaking principles: 1. Listen well - Ask questions; 2. Overlook the offense;
3. Check your ego af the door; 4. Be able to disagree freely but love regardless (Mark Batterson).

Benediction: Numbers 6:24-26

24 ‘May the Lord bless you
and protect you.

25 May the Lord smile on you
and be gracious to you.

26 May the Lord show you his favor
and give you his peace.’”



