Sermon Notes —-October 11, 2026
Thrive: The Book of Daniel

Week 5: Stay Grounded

Pastor Curtis Gudrie

SCRIPTURE: Daniel 4:24-37

24 "'This is what the dream means, Your Majesty, and what the Most High has declared will
happen to my lord the king. 25 You will be driven from human society, and you wiill live in the
fields with the wild animals. You will eat grass like a cow, and you will be drenched with the dew
of heaven. Seven periods of time will pass while you live this way, until you learn that the Most
High rules over the kingdoms of the world and gives them to anyone he chooses. 26 But the
stump and roots of the tree were left in the ground. This means that you will receive your
kingdom back again when you have learned that heaven rules. 27 *‘King Nebuchadnezzar,
please accept my advice. Stop sinning and do what is right. Break from your wicked past and
be merciful to the poor. Perhaps then you will continue to prosper.’ 28 “But all these things did
happen to King Nebuchadnezzar. 29 Twelve months later he was taking a walk on the flat roof
of the royal palace in Babylon. 30 As he looked out across the city, he said, ‘Look at this great
city of Babylon! By my own mighty power, | have built this beautiful city as my royal residence to
display my maijestic splendor.’ 31 “While these words were still in his mouth, a voice called down
from heaven, 'O King Nebuchadnezzar, this message is for you! You are no longer ruler of this
kingdom. 32 You will be driven from human society. You will live in the fields with the wild
animals, and you will eat grass like a cow. Seven periods of time will pass while you live this way,
until you learn that the Most High rules over the kingdoms of the world and gives them to anyone
he chooses.’ 33 "That same hour the judgment was fulfiled, and Nebuchadnezzar was driven
from human society. He ate grass like a cow, and he was drenched with the dew of heaven. He
lived this way until his hair was as long as eagles’ feathers and his nails were like birds’ claws.

34 "After this fime had passed, |, Nebuchadnezzar, looked up to heaven. My sanity returned,
and | praised and worshiped the Most High and honored the one who lives forever. His rule is
everlasting, and his kingdom is eternal. 35 All the people of the earth are nothing compared to
him. He does as he pleases among the angels of heaven and among the people of the earth.
No one can stop him or say to him, ‘What do you mean by doing these thingsg' 36 “When my
sanity returned to me, so did my honor and glory and kingdom. My advisers and nobles sought
me out, and | was restored as head of my kingdom, with even greater honor than before.

37 "Now |, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and glorify and honor the King of heaven. All his acts are just
and frue, and he is able to humble the proud.”

1) Success Can Shift Your Focus
- Success can shift your focus if you are not intentional about it!

- Don't allow it fo cause you to forget God; instead allow it to cause you o thank God.
- Don't fall for the temptation to let pride believe it's all because of you!

- Nebuchadnezzar became focused on what he had built (v.30). Notice all the I/My’s: | have
built; By my mighty power; For my glory.

- Nebuchadnezzar went from receiving God'’s blessing to taking credit for it.

- He forgot who the true King over all was. He was a king, but not The King!



- The real issue isn't merely Nebuchadnezzar's ego. It's his failure to recognize God's sovereignty
and his own dependence upon God. We can struggle with the same issue if we are not careful.

- Don't confuse God'’s blessing with your own greatness.
- Everything we have is ultimately from God.

2) Don't Fall for Pride
- God gives him a warning before the falll Don't let pride trip you up!

- Don't fall for the trap of pride, to think that the warning doesn’t apply to ‘me’. Listen and
respond to conviction and correction.

- We need to respond to God's correction before our choices bring painful consequences.

- Thriving isn’t simply about succeeding; it's about allowing God to shape us while we're faithful
and fruitful.

- Don't wait until something falls apart to deal with what God has already put His finger on.

- Will we respond to God's conviction in our hearts to areas that need to be addressed or will
pride cause us to miss it and fall2

- Don't wait for the consequences to convince you of what conviction was already telling you.

- God gives us opportunities to humble ourselves before He has to humble us. We need to
humble ourselves before God must humble us!

- God is committed to our formation, and sometimes He will humble us so that we can see
clearly, turn back to Him, and become who He has called us to be.

- A humble heart responds when God speaks. Don’t ignore what God is saying; cultivate a
teachable and humble spirit.

3) Humility Keeps You Grounded
- The man who said, “Look what | have built” eventually said, “Look who God is.”

- Having a healthy and biblical view of who God is, and who we are in Him, keeps us rooted and
grounded.

- Whether you're in a season of success, a season of struggle, a season of waiting, or a season of
rebuilding, stay humble!

- We can choose humility before the fall.
- If we want to know what true greatness looks like, look at Jesus (Philippians 2:5-8).

- If we want to thrive in every season, we must stay humbly grounded in the One who gave us it.



